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They say a person needs just three 
things to be truly happy in this 

world; someone to love, something 
to do, and something to hope for.

— Tom Bodett



Building Hope in 2014
Children and Youth:

Claudia, age 18, was thrilled when she was accepted into the CCBN’s Scholarship 
Program four years ago. Through the program, she not only completed her degree 
in accounting and finance, but she also gained practical experience interning as an 
aide in the CCBN administrative office. This year, with her university degree in hand, 
Claudia found a job in her field. In 2014, 42 girls and 26 boys from disadvantaged 

families, like Claudia’s, 
remained and excelled in 
school, maintaining grades 
averaging above 80%.

The CCBN Library served 
1,334 visitors, providing 
an ideal place for working 
on homework, after-school 
tutoring, and reading 
programs for children like 
Carlos, age 9, and his sister, 
Yalesca, age 7. Their mother, 

Patricia, brings them to the library’s weekly “Story Corner.” She said, “Their time in 
the library sparked an interest in reading. They no longer view reading as homework; 
for them, it has become a hobby.” In 2014, “Story Corner” drew 468 children from 
Batahola and surrounding neighborhoods to read stories, play educational games and 
make crafts. 

Learning art and dance opens a child’s world to the beauty of expression and 
creativity. For Renee, age 20, a student who has taken dance classes at the CCBN 
since 2007, learning to dance also developed 
her leadership skills, as she helped classmates 
learn difficult steps, and it provided her with a 
way to support herself. Today, Renee is a dance 
teacher in a local school. In 2014, the CCBN Arts 
Program gave 234 children the opportunity to 
participate in music, dance, theatre, and painting 
classes, opening doors to a future full of hope 
and beauty. 

For José David, age 17, participating in violence 
prevention against women workshops lit a spark 
of hope in him. He and his friends had seen 



and talked about the violence around them, but they did not have the resources or 
knowledge to do anything about it. Through the Unpacking Dating Workshop, José 
David gained the tools he needed to start changing his community. José David is 
one of 15 members of the CCBN Young Adult Violence Prevention Team. In 2014, 
they worked together to share information about identifying risk factors for violence 
in dating relationships. They provided peer education to over 200 adolescents from 
Batahola and surrounding neighborhoods. 

Women and Families:

Carolina, age 40, dreamed of contributing to her family’s income by learning a trade, 
but her husband was abusive and would not allow her to leave the house. In 2014, 
she made up her mind to enroll in cosmetology classes at the CCBN, becoming one 
of 487 women who gained practical skills to increase their economic stability through 
the CCBN Women’s Education Program. In addition to taking classes, Carolina 
also joined 30 other women in the CCBN Self Esteem and Leadership Program. As 
a result of the program, she learned how to communicate more assertively, stand 
up for her rights, and decrease the level of violence in her home. Today, Carolina is 
a new woman, having defended her right to study. Carolina is currently teaching 
cosmetology at a local high school. She uses her personal testimony of domestic 
violence and personal change to help other women in the community.

Gloria, age 52, was born in rural Nicaragua, 
but moved to Managua at the age of 18 to 
find work. She always dreamed of studying, a 
dream deferred by the realities of supporting 
two children as a single mother. As her children 
grew older and moved out of the house, they 
encouraged Gloria to do something for herself 
and suggested that she go back to school. Now, 
when she finishes her daily tasks of preparing 
and selling food from home, Gloria takes night 
classes at the Center. In 2014, Gloria finished 
level two of the CCBN Adult Basic Education 
program, along with 19 other adult women. She 
said, “I have loved this class. I learn so much 
and have met new people. I find it to be very 
relaxing. My dream is to get my degree and 
then take computer classes.”

Community:

Most Nicaraguan children lack access to books at home. To address this issue, a team 
of more than 20 youth volunteers from the CCBN Library organized the A Story in 
Your Home campaign, bringing books to the homes of 150 Batahola families. Yahaira 



and her daughter, Carla, age 7, 
remember welcoming the group of 
students who came to their home to 
share stories with them. Before the 
campaign, Yahaira and her family 
did not participate in any activities 
at the CCBN, and Carla did not 
know how to read. Now, Carla 
goes to the CCBN tutoring and 
homework help group on Friday 
afternoons. She not only has learned 
how to read, she and her mom read 
together every day!

Dominga, age 15, lives in Jorge Dimitrov, one of the poorest and most violent 
neighborhoods in Managua. Most families do not have a steady income, and the 
youth are at high risk of engaging in gang and drug activities that plague the 
community. In 2014, Dominga was one of more than 200 residents of Dimitrov who 
benefited from the CCBN Rights and Equality Project which promotes community 
engagement through dance classes, a theatre group, storytelling workshops, and a 
network of women and men working on preventing violence against women. Today, 
Dominga is a youth ambassador for the CCBN Youth Violence Prevention Program. 
She shines like a star in the community, thanks to her strong sense of hope both for 
her life and the future of her community.

Word of mouth is often 
the most effective way to 
spread the message about 
CCBN community programs 
and activities. The CCBN 
Prevention of Violence 
Against Women Team turned 
to local leader Melba Fatima, 
known in Batahola for her 
work as an advocate for 
children and women, to serve 
as a connection between the 
government, the community, 
and the CCBN to advertise and support the first-ever CCBN violence prevention 
street carnival. More than 400 Batahola residents participated in this festive event, 
which highlighted the important role of community in preventing violence.



Thank You

Stella Abbot
John and Bridget Anthony
Jane Antrobus
MaryAnn and Charlie Antrobus
Donna Ardine and Tracy Holstein
Asian American Arts Foundation
Carl Bailey
Mary Ellen Barnes
Alfred Bayhi
James and Mary Helen Bellew
Bellomy Family Charitable Trust
Benedictine Sisters of Perpetual Adoration
Pat and Jim Berning
Hayden Blanchard
Steve and Jeannine Blatt
Ken Bordwell
Shedrick Boren
Lorrie Bradley
Michael Bradshaw

Sister Eileen Brady
Kathleen Brogle
Mr. and Mrs. Don Broussard
Anita M. Brown
Molly Brown
Dr. Patricia Cane, Ph.D.
Mary and Donald Creelman
Crystal Spring Center
Mary A. and Prudy Dame
Linda and Lou DeSitter
William Devereaux
Sharon Dodd
Michael and Leah Donohue
Anna Ennis
Anna Flintoft and Peter Swanson
Jeanne Gallo
Nancy and Jack Gauthier
Genesis Fund, LLC
John Glynn

The following names are the donors who supported the CCBN with their donation’s 
to FOB in 2014. The people whose lives you touch through your donations are 
grateful for your generosity and the hope for a brighter future.

— Mark Overley, Board of Directors President, Friends of Batahola



Mark Gorham
Carol Griesel
Steve Gruber
Karen and Jeff Hebeler
Melissa and David Hess
Heyse Family Fund
Marie and Brennan Hill
James Hinde and Elizabeth Campbell
Herb and Terri Holman
Mark and Rainie Holtel
Holy Rosary Parish
Gary and Mary Jo Horton
Immaculate Heart of Mary Parish
Immaculate Heart of Mary Project 

Education 
James and Carol Kelly Fund of  

The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
Mary Beth James
Kathleen Jesme
Dan and Eileen Keefe
Kathy Keefe
Michael and Jan Keefe
Michael and Kirsten Keefe
Patrick and Susan Keefe
John Kelly
Rachel Kemper
John and Lorri Kendrick
Margaret Kleinhenz
Evelyn and Bob Knabb
Donald and Lisa Knight

Kelly Laughlin
Katelyn, Daniel and Jennifer Liming
Carol Ann Litkenhaus
Valin and Wauneta Marshall
Karen and Jim Martin
Mary Jo Martin
Mr. and Mrs. Rod McGarry
Christine McQuillan
Lauren Meisman
Georgeann Meyer
Miami Dade College
Thomas and Sue Miller
Tom Miller
Jim and Jenni Moyer
Louise G. Mullaley
Barbara Murdock
Jennifer Murtoff
Tim Muth
Jack and Donna Neiser
Joel Nelson
Mary Nelson
John and Martha Newfield
James and Jean O’Beirne
Gene and Judy O’Brien
Brenda O’Connell
Peter and Mary O’Toole
Jacqueline and Paul Ohe
Dr. Manuel and Sandra Otero-Cagide
Mark and Claudette Overley
Mary Kelly Patrick
Noel Pedrotty



PepsiCo Foundation Employee Giving
Anthony Perrazzo
Jane Phelan
Jerry and Linda Porche
Vi and Jim Powers
Greg and Mara Proctor
Marguerite Rizzo
Norm and Katie Roberts
Fran Rosch
Richard and Patricia Ruckstuhl 
David and Barbara Ruppert
Patrick J. Ryan
John and Pat Ryan
Jim and Gail Sandmann
Robert and Sharon Sanker
Mark and Susan Scheidler
Sister Mary Sears
Kathryn Sen
K.B. and V.S. Serio
Sisters of St. Joseph of Medaille
Kevin and Maureen Speers
St. Alphonsus School
St. Jean Vianney Catholic Church
Gail Stone
The Jim and Lin Roscoe Fund
Stephen and Beverly Truss
Norris Tureau
Gianfranco and Beth Ann Valle
Roberta and Richard Veleta
Charles and Mary Venable
Matthias Voelzke
Irene Walker
Paul Welch
William Wester II
Eva and Russell Wulf
Pat Young
Maggie Zschiedrich
Liz and Doug Zwiener

The Sister Margie  
and Father Angel  
Legacy Circle

These are donors who have 
remembered the Friends 
of Batahola in their estate 
planning. The board members 
of Friends of Batahola are 
proud to have arrived at 
this point, when we can be 
assured the endowment will 
see the needs of the Cultural 
Center of Batahola Norte well 
into the future. (If you have 
remembered us in your estate 
plans, please let us know so 
we can add your name to this 
circle. If you would like more 
information about a legacy gift 
please contact us.)

Mary Ann and Charlie 
Antrobus

Pat and Jim Berning

Jeannine and Steve Blatt

Emoor Samuel Bordelon, Jr.

Dotty deLamert

Richard Gruber

Terri and Herb Holman

Sue and Pat Keefe

Dorothy McCrea

Mark and Claudette Overley

Noel Pedrotty

Richard and Patricia  
Ruckstuhl

Andi Sebastian 

Lavette and Tony Ulichnie



We use the professional services of a CPA to prepare our 990 tax report. Ninety-seven 
percent of donations go to the direct support of the Cultural Center of Batahola Norte. 
All board members are volunteers, and there is no paid staff.

The CCBN is an oasis in the midst of Nicaragua’s many challenges. The Friends of 
Batahola are committed to the on-going support of the CCBN through friendship, 
prayer, solidarity and financial support, as the CCBN works to educate and empower 
people from Batahola and more than 140 neighborhoods of Managua, Nicaragua.

Vision Statement
The Friends of Batahola (FOB) are inspired by the vision of the Cultural Center of 
Batahola Norte (CCBN) founders, Sr. Margie Navarro, CSJ, and Fr. Angel Torrellas, 
OP, and will continue their mission of empowering the people of Nicaragua.

Mission Statement
Friends of Batahola supports, sustains and promotes the CCBN in Managua, 
Nicaragua, through prayer, financial assistance, solidarity and building community, 
thereby responding to the call of the Gospel. 

   We’re on the Web...
friendsofbatahola.org  •  bataholavolunteers.wordpress.com  •  Facebook: Friends of Batahola

Friends of Batahola  •  P.O. Box 36159  •  Cincinnati, OH 45236-0159 
www.friendsofbatahola.org

Friends of Batahola is a 501(c)(3) not-for-profit organization providing resources for the growth 
and sustenance of the Cultural Center of Batahola Norte, Managua, Nicaragua.
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